
Missions in the Balance
Phoenix Conference

October 2, 2009

An honor to be here. Will try to not repeat any jokes from last year.

Last year we were facing elections. They were a month away. Things around
the world have changed dramatically. We find ourselves in a world full of turmoil.
There are wars and rumors of wars. People have departed from the faith. 2 Tim
3:1-7. They are holding to a form of godliness. All are the signs of the end
times. What should we do? Get our white sheets and run to the mountains?

Gospel Direct Simple Rest Concise Free
Enemy Diversion Stalker Restless Confusing Fraud
Mission Disciples Seek Renewed Concerned Foremost

1. This is a Great Opportunity to “lay some gem stones” on the
Foundation. 1 Cor 3:10-15 (compare the counterfeits: Buddhist
temples)

According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I
laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be careful
how he builds upon it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds upon the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man's
work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed
with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If any man's
work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any
man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet
so as through fire.

2. Remember: Gospel, Enemy, Mission. G-E-M.
A. The Gospel’s Message is Grace. Eph 2:8-9
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, that no one
should boast.
B. The Enemy’s Message is Sin and Works. Eph 2:1-4
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of
disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, even as the rest. Eph 6:12
C. The Mission is to work to spread the Grace. Eph 2:10
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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3. Prayer is the Preparation to be a G-E-M. (some things to include in our
grocery lists)
A. Confess any sins. 1 Pet 5:6-10
(Arrogance-fear-intoxication-wrongful submission. For an eagle the thrill of
soaring begins with the fear of falling.)
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may
exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety upon Him, because
He cares for you. 8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the
devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But
resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of
suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.
B. Pursue the right things. 1 Tim 6:11-13 (FFPP)
But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good
fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you
made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 2 Tim
2:22-23 Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love
and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
C. Redeem the Time. Eph 5:15-18 (take an inventory)
Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 16
making the most of your time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
D. Ally with honorable people. Phil 1:27-28 (need the support

system)
Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so
that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that
you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the
faith of the gospel; 28 in no way alarmed by your opponents — which is a
sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from
God. 1 Thes 2:3-6 For our exhortation does not come from error or
impurity or by way of deceit; 4 but just as we have been approved by God
to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but
God, who examines our hearts. 5 For we never came with flattering
speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed — God is witness — 6
nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even
though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 1 Cor
15:33
E. Yesterday’s gone. Phil 3:8-16
More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, 9 and
may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from
the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him, and the
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being



3

conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection
from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained it, or have already
become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which
also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard myself
as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as
many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a
different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 16 however, let us keep
living by that same standard to which we have attained.

4. How you can do Missions:
A. Be the Bible. Matt 23
(don’t just honor Him with your lips, don’t just be a hearer of the Word but
a doer)
B. Advance in your own life. 2 Pet 3:18
C. Love others until they ask you why. John 13:34-35
D. Assist others. 1 John 3:16-18
16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to
lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has the world's goods,
and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how
does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love with
word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.
E. Nurture the new ones. 1 Thes 2:7; Titus 2:1-15
F. Change what is needed. Rom 12:1-3
G. Exemplify the Master. 1 Pet 5:1-4
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness
of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be
revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not
under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for
sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted
to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

5. Partake of the Divine Nature. 2 Pet 1:1-11
Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have
received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us
everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him
who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to
us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world by lust. 5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your
faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; 6 and in
your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your
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perseverance, godliness; 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your
brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing,
they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having
forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be all the
more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as
you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly
supplied to you.

6. Challenge:
A. Seek to Be a Gemstone.
B. Pray all the more.
C. Be a doer of the Word.
D. Partake of the Divine Nature.

The Opportunity has never been greater. It is better to be prepared for an
opportunity than to not be prepared when it comes.

Mark Twain:
I was seldom able to see an opportunity until it had ceased to be one.
Albert Einstein
In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.
Earl Nightingale
Wherever there is danger, there lurks opportunity; whenever there is opportunity,
there lurks danger. The two are inseparable. They go together.
Carl Bard
Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from
now and make a brand new ending.

Recognition or Responsibility? (Fame or Family)
Wages or Reward? (Fortune or Faith)
Power or Submission? (Power or Pursuit)
Pleasure or Joy? (Pleasure or Pain)


